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intended to contain the relics of the saints. The pilgrimages which
were made to these shrines ended in a procession round the edifice
(pradakshina patha). The vihara is a monastery,1 and the chaitya
an underground monastery, or crypt, which often contains a small
stupaknown as a ddgaba (dagoba), forming a sort of altar.
According to the works of Sir John Marshall, director of the
Archseological Survey of India, and Mr. Ramaprasad Chanda, super-
intendent of the Calcutta Museum, the earliest works of art belong-
ing to this period are the sculptures of the enclosure of the stupa at
Bharhut in Baghelkand^ which may, in their opinion, go back to the
middle of the second century B.C. At any rate, on one of the jambs
of the east door of this stupa "appears an inscription mentioning the
Sunga dynasty, which dates from the time when the old wooden door
was replaced by a stone torana. The treatment of the human figure
on the reliefs of this building is still somewhat primitive and gives
us the impression of being the work of ivory-carvers. It might have
come out of a workshop for turning out religious images wholesale,
so stumpy and crowded are the figures, as though the old masters,
accustomed to the limitations of working on their small slabs of
ivory, did not as yet venture to avail themselves of the liberty
afforded by the size of the stone. All the same, these are singularly
interesting scenes, owing to the naivete and fidelity with which the
story of Buddha is treated. Yet the Buddha himself is never repre-
sented here; in accordance with a convention which was to last for
the whole duration of the earliest Indian school, he was never repre-
sented in person, but only suggested by a certain number of easily
interpreted symbols. We may note that this prejudice had a logical
explanation: it was not fitting to give new life to the features of him
who had entered into the final nirvana. But in default of the Buddha
himself, there were all the traditional scenes connected with him;
1 In early times the vihara was the habitation of a single monk only. The monastery
was called sangharama. But nowadays such a monastery is commonly known as a vihara
(Foucher: UArl grtco-bouddhique du Gandhara, I, 99).